MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA - http://www.msolafrica.org/
OUR FOUNDER

In 1867, Cardinal Charles Lavigerie was appointed Archbishop of Algeria and, right from the beginning, he saw himself as the “father” of both Christians and Muslims.

Deeply convinced of the dignity of all human beings, he fought against slavery in Africa.

While in Algeria, he saw this country as an open door to whole of the African continent.

So he appealed o those who wished to dedicate their life to Christ and to proclaim the Gospel in Africa. Men from different countries answered his call. Thus he founded the Missionaries of Africa in 1868.

He soon realized that women apostles were also needed and he founded the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa in 1869, stressing strongly the importance of Women in the missionary work in Africa

He also said: “Missionaries will be initiators above all, but the lasting work will be done by the African themselves when they become Christians and Apostles”.

His Moto is CARITAS, represented by a pelican, a bird who feeds its little ones with its blood in times of famine. He wanted to love as Jesus loved us and shed his blood for us.

Who are the MSOLA?

· We are RELIGIOUS WOMEN APOSTLES, called and send on God’s mission to the peoples of Africa

· Rooted in Jesus Christ through a life of prayer and service

· We live in INTERNATIONAL and INTER-CULTURAL communities. In this way, we witness to the love of Christ that unites all people beyond boundaries.

· We come from 4 continents and we belong to 30 nationalities

· We work in 26 countries : 16 in Africa, 7 in Europe and 3 in America  

· Our spirituality is apostolic: the “All to All” rooted in the “Being all yours” accompanies us throughout our Writings

· We try to live close to the people to whom we are sent, learning their language, respecting and appreciating their CULTURES, CUSTOMS and BELIEFS. 

What are we doing?

We strive to respond to the needs of our time in Africa and in view of Africa wherever we are through:

· Primary Evangelization: we reach out to places where Christ is not yet known

· For the sake of the Inter-religious dialogue, we reach out to believers of other religions and to other churches. We give priority to Muslim Christian dialogue.

· Pastoral and social work

· Promotion of Women and youth ministry

· Forming leaders for Church and Nations

· Education at all levels

· Health services: health education, curative medicine and fight against HIV/AIDS

